
Mustang Express 
James McGee Elementary School 
Wendy Lechelt-Polster, Principal 

Office Hours:  8:15 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 

...From The Desk Of The Principal 

Winter Break 
    No classes held 

1- 
4   

PBIS “Refresh” 
Assemblies 

 8, 

10, 

11 

P.T.O. Meeting 
   6:30 p.m. in 
   the library 

10 

Yearbook Club 
Pictures  
   Afternoon 

15 

Papa John’s McGee 
Pizza  
Fundraiser Day 

17 

Mustang Market 16, 

17 

Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.  
Assemblies 
4th Gr. performs/
Leadership 
   1:30 p.m. K, 1, 2 
   2:45 p.m. 3, 5, 6 

18 

Dr. Martin  
Luther King Jr. Day 
   No classes held 

21 

A.T.P. Meeting 
   8:30 a.m. in the  
   library 

 24   

Chess  
Tournament at  
McGee 
8:00 a.m. to  
4:00 p.m. 

 26 

Semester Break 
Day 
   No classes held 

28 

PTO Hat Day 29 

Patrick Carman, 
Author visit 
   11:-00 a.m. 
   4th, 5th, 6th  
   grade students 

29  

2019 

Dates to Remember 

Dear Parents/Families,  

 

I hope that you all had a wonderful, relaxing winter break. We are ready to hit the ground run-

ning in 2019!!  We have a long stretch from January to April with very few scheduled days off; 

this is prime education time!  You can help us out by ensuring that your child reads or is read 

to for at least 20 minutes each day and that he/she attends school every day, on time!     

 

Parking Lot/Safe Driving Reminders: The parking lot is very crowded at drop off and pick up 

times. Please be patient and wait your turn, drive slowly and be polite. Please do not attempt 
to pass other cars in the parking lot, particularly the drop and go lane. We also ask that you be 

mindful of traffic behind you, when the drop and go lane gets too full, we end up with overflow 

onto the street.  If you are first in line and your child has not arrived, please pull into the park-

ing lot, park, and walk to the fence to pick up your child. It is imperative that students use the 

crosswalks and are accompanied by a parent/adult when walking through the crosswalks in the 

parking lot.  It is also imperative that drivers are aware of those crosswalks and mindful of 

students who may be in the parking lot.  Remember that following traffic safety rules in the 

parking lot is particularly important, because it is children who could be hurt in the event of an 

accident.  
 

When you drop your student off at school in the morning you may either use the “drop and go” 

lane which is just as it sounds; students are dropped off in front of the school, at the sidewalk 

and the driver of the car then safely proceeds out of drop and go lane. The other option is for 

parents to park in the parking lot and walk their child/children through the parking lot and 
through the crosswalk. We want all children to be safe, but it is not safe to send them through 

the parking lot on their own or to drop them into traffic near the front of the building. Parking 

lot safety expectations will be monitored and enforced to ensure our students are safe.  
 

Winter Weather: We are still expecting a cold and possibly snowy/icy weather.  Please remem-

ber to send your child to school with a warm coat, gloves, and a hat.  In fact, layers are a great 

option for the winter!  If you need assistance with getting a coat or other winter wear for your 

child, please contact our counselor, Mrs. Mott.   

 

If there has been snow or ice overnight, please check to make sure that school is running on 

time.  Most of the local television and radio stations will list school delays and closures, but you 

can also find the information on the school district webpage (www.psd1.org) or utilizing the 

school district app, which will send you alerts, including school delays and closures, on your 

mobile phone.   
 

PTO: We encourage you to join our small but mighty group of PTO parent volunteers!  We have 

a fabulous group of parents who are meeting each month and doing a lot to support the stu-

dents, staff, and families of our school.  Our PTO generally meetings the first Thursday of the 

month from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in the library and childcare is provided. We would love to have your 

input and support!   

 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day: We will not hold school on Monday, January 21st in observance of 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday.  There are many great books and online resources that 

you can utilize to talk with your child/children about Dr. King and his legacy.  A website I 

would recommend is from National Geographic Kids  http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/

explore/history/martin-luther-king-jr/  

 

We hope that you have a great 2019!  Please let us know if there is anything we can do to sup-

port your child this year! 

 

Mrs. Lechelt-Polster  

http://www.psd1.org
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/history/martin-luther-king-jr/
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/history/martin-luther-king-jr/


Mustang P.T.O. 
Us on Facebook “Mustang PTO” or 

follow us on Instagram 

Contact us at mcgeemustangspto@gmail.com 

Monthly P.T.O. Meeting 

The next monthly PTO meeting is scheduled for Thursday, January 10, 2019 
from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in the library. 

Topics:  

 Coupon Book 
 Box Tops Competition 
 Debrief Candy Cane Holliday Shoppe 
  
 
Every child whose parent attends the P.T.O. meeting will have their name 
put in a drawing for a book.  They will also be given one dollar of Mustang 
Money. 

Daycare will be provided. 

Up-coming Events 
      

 

 Papa John’s Pizza McGee 

Fundraiser Day—January 17 

 Hat Day—January 29 

 Duct Tape the Staff—

February 1 

 Hat Day February 26 

 Read & Run—April 27 

 

Thank You McGee Parents 
 

  
Thanks to McGee’s supportive parents and PTO, the library received $1500 
in free books from the December Book Fair. This will benefit both our li-
brary inventory and the AR program. Providing books for our students is 
such an important part of their education.  

 
In the article “Helping Your Child Learn to Read,” authors. Bernice Cullinan and Brod Bagert explain, 
“Children learn to love the sound of language before they even notice the existence of printed words on a 
page. Reading books aloud to children stimulates their imagination and expands their understanding of the 
world. It helps them develop language and listening skills and prepares them to understand the written 
word. When the rhythm and melody of language become a part of a child's life, learning to read will be as 
natural as learning to walk and talk. Even after children learn to read by themselves, it's still important for 
you to read aloud together. By reading stories that are on their interest level, but beyond their reading level, 
you can stretch young readers' understanding and motivate them to improve their skills.”  
 
Thank you again for your support, and remember to keep reading with your children. It will strengthen 
their reading skills, while providing meaningful memories they will pass on to future generations.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Nicole Iverson 
McGee Librarian 
 
Bagert, B. & Cullinan, B. (1996) Helping Your Child Learn to Read. Office of  
Educational Research and Improvement, U.S. Department of Education.  
Retrieved from: http://www.readingrockets.org/article/reading-your-child 

The Kids Heart Challenge has concluded.  Thanks to the diligence and support of our McGee students as well 
as their families and friends, our school raised $4,230 for the American Heart Association!  Great job McGee! 

 

-Coach Espedal 


